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At the same time the committee of action published an
indictment of senator Ronco, although he had yielded under
the threat of fascist revolvers.
c Citizens! The Palazzo San Giorgio, formerly the seat
of austere and wise justices of the sea, must return again
to the dignity and impartiality of the law.
c The petty tyrant of the Palazzo San Giorgio, bogus
protector of the poor, and clever speculator, must rule
no more.
' President Blockhead, trembling and incapable, must
learn to keep his place or go quietly into retirement.
' In our Port, according to the spirit and the letter of
the law, the principle of liberty must be kept sacred, and
no monopoly of organization must subordinate the
dignity of human labour to one party.
c Men of Genoa ! When, we have several co-operatives,
instead of a single one with exclusive rights, strikes will no
longer be necessary or so frequent, and will no longer
discredit and ruin our Port.
c Long live the free and multiple co-operatives.
* Long live freedom.5
c President Blockhead * gave way to all the demands of
the fascists, who left the Palazzo singing Giovinezza* Their
victory was complete. But before the 5000 fascists concen-
trated in Genoa returned home they carried out a few more
minor operations. Two co-operatives, the office of the
reformist daily // Lavoro, a socialist printing-works and other
workers' clubs were sacked and burned. A great number
of syndical leaders were forced to leave the town within
twenty-four hours. The fascists also occupied the Chamber
of Labour and handed it over to the military authorities.
For during the fascist occupation of Genoa the government
had delegated full powers to the military authorities in the
town.
The second objective had been Ancona, which the fascists
of Umbria had occupied for the first time in the middle of
July. This time the fascist concentration was more general :
squads arrived from Bologna, Perugia, Foligno, Romagna,
Ferrara, from the whole of Umbria ; more than 3000 men.